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Durins the last month there have been two phases of life at ths 
School in Jerusalem, In the first the second truce was fairly effecti 
and wie Enjoved several social occasions, Nearly every afternoon we 
had guests at tea, On July 29, which happened to be iJiss Putcamp's 
birthday, ws hed an American lunch. Consul General John J. i-acdonald 
and i:.ajor end irs. An@ronovitch of the American Consulate in Jerusale 
Miss Jeanevte Pond of the Consulate in Haifa; and iir. and lirse A. 
Willard vonss of the American Friends Iiission in Ramallah were our 
guests. Since the early days of the truce two Trench, one Swedish, 
and one Belgian officer have been ouartersd at the School. 


The second phase began on Sunday, August & 


om when there arrived seven 
American officers---three wey commanders, two Navy licutenant con- 


manders, a Navy ensign, and a Marine major. In ths evening the com- 
pany gathered around the piano in the living room and sang until 

10; 50. Since the arrival of these officers the School has been pre- 

ominantly smerican. On the llth a larve sroup of American sir 

Tox rce officers, mostly captains with a few majors, arrived and short? 
after trem a group of French officers. A zood many of these have bee 
sent to tne Jewish area and vie have a daily change of personnsl,. 
Generally we havé some twenty living at the Scnool, and seven who 
have quarters at the Dominican convent eat here. Thev are not all 
present at one tine, however; for always some are out in the battle 
lines observings Every ni- zht pled dinner a half dozen officers wit: 
Sleeping bazs will go out to st vhere there has been fighting. 


Fow successful these observers will be remains to be seen. For the 
present it looks as if they had quieted dotin the front near us. The 
firing has not been elininate re entirely, however; for we still hear 
rifle firing, frequentiy a cluster of bullets uate oné ox our walls, 
and a sniper whom ovr observers have been unable to locate Sp hoots 

at anyone who tries to walk in front of the Scliool « 


Our life as it mmm goes on nov would se en stranse to those eccustome: 
to the tranquil, acadenic regres Hon of the School in peace ‘tines. 
seven jeo os assigned to the officers stand in the back yard at night 

and run in and out during the day. ‘There is constant pazins of 
officers to answer telephone calls or to report to zuides wrod are to 
direct them to their posts. Our ot’ficers ere doing the har’ viork 
and going into the aangerous places. The hish brass of the loserver 
lives on Liotwnt Scopus in Hadassah Hosvital (which is demilitarized) 
and the Gorman Augusta Victoria or in Haifa. All of those in the 
School have been under fire and several have had narrow esesc7ss, 
thous: fortunetely nons has been wounded. Tour of them have xad 
dysentery, Mzs, !:cinnes, ::.D., wife of tne Anglican Archd<ercon, has 
kindly come over with the American Colony nurse to attend t> one who 
had high fever (a former American League infielder) and to 

prescribe for the others. 


Last Tuesday the situation in Jerusslers was rather tense. 
cane tnat J.vs disvuised as UN observers had entered the virtcs 


Our Sanir, south of Jerusalen, and after being welcomed hac 
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fire, killing a nunber of unarmed Arabs. Also it was reported that 
they had occupied Government Youie, which is a Red Cross station, 
and bad taken as prisoners the personnel of the Arab College, which 
also flics the rod Cross flag, T:sse reports created susvicion 
against all UN observers, and the officers could fesl the resentment 


of the arabs. ‘shen later in the day it was learned that Government 
House had not been taken there was an easing of the tension. Since 


then there has been incereesed rigidity in the examining of credentials 
but the soldiers are polite. 


During the truce there has been almost nichtly fighting arouna the 
west walls of the Old City, from New Gate to Zon Gate, Praxticularly 
intense has bcen that in the Deir Abu Tur and iebi Daud area south of 
the Zion Gate. Last nicht, when other fronts were comparatively quiet 
fishting continued there. In our area there were heevy battles on 
early Sunday and :.onday mornings. Hundreds of rifle bullets »opped 
against our wallic, but no mortar bombs landed on our property. Our 
neighbor s---the Dominicans, St. CGsorse's, and the American Colony--- 
did not fare so vell. The Dominicans had three larze bombs in their 
garden end cons on the roof of the convent. St. Ceorge's received a 
large bomb against the librery. The windows were smashed, a good dea? 
of furniture wrecked, and some of the books damaged. Fortunetely the 
card catalog, on which Klein had been working, for months, was not hit. 
The one which came into the American Colony caused considerable 

damage end would have caused more had it not been a dud, 


Cutside of a few bullet holes through window frames the only material 
damase suffered by the School secms to be through sabotage. On the 
morning of Ausust 10 a arude mine was found beside the driveway 
coming throuzh tne rear gate. "™t was @ can about six inches in 
diameter and ten inches high, filled ith explosives and with two 
Short protruding wires. It was revorted to the police and some Arab 
Legion soldiers took it away, At ten o'clock on the nisht of the 
l2th there was in the front of the main buiiding a loud blast 
accompanisd by a crashing of wooc and slass. “'e found the front 
double door and transom lyins in the hall with all their slass 
shattered. Fourteen of the fiftecn panes in ths pottery cabinet were 
completely out and a sood many pieces in the cabinet, es xecially the 
Roman glass, were in bits. The litrarvy door and the door of the 
library of the British School were blown open and ths doors of the 
tvio offices loosened on their hinges. 


Our first thousht was that we had suffcred from a mortar bomb; but 
when we exanined the situation we saw that it must have been some- 
thins else. The hole in the floor was deever than those made by 
mortar bombs; it wes well inside the archway, whereas a mortar bomb 
at the enc of its trajectory is cerning almost straight dowr; and 
most conclusively there were no metal fracments such as are scattered 
by a bomb-e---the doors were almost unscarred,. The ¢xplosion was 
reported to the Arab Legion, which sent over a guard for the remain- 
der of the nizht. Ths next morning we had visits from an array of 
officialdom. The consensus of the experts holds thse blast to be the 
work of tn irresponsible youth asainst the United Nations. Our 

Arab neighbors have bcen most apologetic about the mins and have 
assured ne that the Arab comuunity has only the highest regerd for 
the School. 
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“G Still are without electricity in the Arab portion of Jerusalen, 
In two periods of two days cach we had water in the pipes; but 
probably we shall not have regular service without a good deal of 
negotiation. There still is a g°.0d amount of water in the cisterhs, 
possibly csnough to last until rain. Due to the presence of the 
observers we have some telephone service. 


On August & Klein and I took the station wagon to Amman end Zcrka. 
The trip was arranged at the innortunity of a Greck priest, who 
wanted to bring back his family fron the refugce camp in Zerka and 
who assured Klein both of his poverty and of the adequacy of the 
vehicle for his nceds. As we climbed the hills near Salt we had a 
blowout, but we reached Amman at eleven, aAftsr lunch at the Amman 
Club Klein and I went to Zerka to see whether the prisst had arrived 
and prevarsd his family. The Zerka policc knevi nothing of them and 
wers suspicious of our American car, As trey were debating whether 
to impound us, the priest descended from a bus, thereby removing the 
suspicion. It was then nearly threes o'clock, <Aftscr some invesfiga- 
tion he announced that he thought it better to engage a bus to trans- 
port his largs household, Yesterday vie saw him in the Old City. He 
was voluble in his explanation and said that King Abdullah had provi- 
ded funds for the hire of a bus. The nsw tire which we had to pur- 
chasc in Amman cost 14 pounds. Probably we shall have to gst some 
more now tires. Now the car is in Ssirut or on the way back. Cn the 
12th iiss Putcamp left in it to take a month's vacation. . I hope 

that the car has been greased and overhauled in Beirut. No service 

is available here. 


Last Monday Anwar in his veteran Ford took Dr. Zdwin iioll (who had 
just returned to haves charge of the Lutheran intcrests here), Klein, 
and me to Hebron. One of our reasons for the trip was to sce the 
refugee situation there, for we are on a committse to look after the 
distribution of some clothing o::d vitemins being sent over by Church 
“florld Servics. Those who have been accustomed to drive from Jeru- 
Salem to Bethlehem in ten or Liftecn minutes will be interested to 
Know that the trip now takes two and a half hours. The good scthle- 
hem road is in Jewish hands. Now it is necessary to take a rocky, 
dusty road with stcep inclines and narrow passes along the beas of 
wadics or over the hills. Ons compcnsation for this extra time and 
discomfort was the opvortunity to visit the convent of Mar Saba. 

The buildings and grounds are well keot and the monks hospitable. 
One told us that he had snent ten years in Salt Lake City. It used 
to be neccessary to secure permission from ths Greek honastcry in 
Jerusalem, through the offices of the Greek consul, in order to 

goin admission to ilar Seba; but now it is necessary only to !cnock 

on the gaits. The present guest boolt:, which was bezun in 1902, 
contains the nenss of LDuropcan royalty end distinguished xaxzkky 
4mericans of the previous generation. 


The drive from Bethkehem to Hebron is easy, except for a few road 
blocks, where »olicc cxamine credentials, “Je drank coffcce. in the 
municipal headauertsers and in a school building, where we saw the 
distribution of rations. ‘Ye were impressed with the efficiency of 
the orgenization, which is largely in the hands of teachers. To 
receive the daily brcad ration of onc loar the refugee must dG 
inoculated agcinst epidemics. Hsbron is crowded with refugess, 
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mostly wonen and children, Many of the residents in the summer 
go out to their fields and vineyards and their houses now are 
occunicad by refugces. So are schools and other public buildin:s. 
The community faces a great problem in: October, when the regular 
residents return, schools should open, and rains begin. 


We were givcn grapes and watermelon and watchcd the operation of 
the soup kitchen, which serves some 4,000, Then we were taken 

out to thc Russian convent and church by the Oak of Abraham. Ther: 
we saw another consestion of refugees and the pouring of souDde 
After this, in an adjoining grove, we were served a lunch of rice, 
moat, cucumbers, tomatocs, grapes, and watermelon. At three we 
were on our tiay back to the School, where we arrived at six. 


Last Sunday morning I went to St. Anne's Church to attend a 
service in which the French consul was to present Pére Vincent 
with a Legion of sonor decoration. + larse crowd was assembled; 
but after a wait of half an hour we were told that the consul was 
not allowed to cross the lincs. As we were walking back we saw a 
large bomb explode on the roof of the Dominican convent. A week 
ago I was able to see Pére Vincent when I called. He has recovered 
from his réccnt illness and «till shows his wonderful spirit, 
though he says that he feels his 77 years. I hops befors long to 
see some of the pottery from the last dig at Tell Farah, where 


Pérc dé Vaux tells me that they found some excellent chalcolithic 
formse 


On the 4th I had tea with Baramki, who is now in charge of the 
Liuseum, and he took me through the galleries, which are now kept 
closed. Though the valuable pieces are stored, there are in the 
cascs enough objects to justify two hours in inspecting them. One 
bomb has landcd in the court. It made a big hole in the pavoment, 
many small holes in the walls, and a few small nicks in a sarco- 
phagus,. Iliffe still was expected and Baramki promised to let 

me know of his arrival. 


Though it impossible at present to carry on the work of the’ 
School as normal times, as I fully rcalized when I came out, 

I am glad be here. It has been worth while to keep the School 
open, for yet it has not been badly damased and it has-not beer 
lootsd. The fron7doors and transom have bcen replaced without 
their class at tne cost of 5 pounds. The carpenter had to go to 
Jericho for a strip of wood to make a hew facing. Zven as a 
School we havs been operating. In the library on the pingpong 
table there is a large map of Jcrusalem and vicinity, from which 
the officers receive instruction, I have given three lectures on 
history and ¢cosraphy and talkcd a good deal about archacology 

to interssted individuals. . 


Today ny wife is to sail on the Marine Carp for Beirut, where she 
will teach for a scmcster in the American Girls' School. I hope 

that by the second semester conditions here will be such that she 
will be able to join mc. I also lons for the time when it will be 
possible for all scholars and peodls of good will in the Holy City 
to associate for the advancing of knowledge and human bettcrment.e 


"Pray for the peace of Jerusalem," 


Ovid R. Sellers, Director, 





